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ABSTRACT:

Access to legal and safe abortion is a key reproductive right that shapes abortion
and unwanted pregnancy rates, ultimately affecting birth outcomes. In this paper,
we examine the impact of induced abortion (IA) rates on infant health. We also
explore heterogeneities by maternal age and by the number of clinics available
within a province. We leverage variation in IA access across Spanish provinces
and combine [A registers with birth certificate data from 2011 to 2018. Our
results show that higher IA rates are associated with improved birth outcomes,
but only among very young mothers (under 20 years old). Furthermore, this
positive effect is limited to provinces with fewer clinics. Overall, our findings
highlight that access to IA can influence newborn health, particularly among very
young mothers, even in a country with a relatively permissive legal framework for
abortion.
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