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ABSTRACT:

This study examines the role of educational attainment in moderating age-related
changes in attitudes toward immigration from a cumulative inequality
perspective. Using multi-cohort panel data from the German Socio-Economic
Panel (SOEP), it analyzes how concerns about immigration evolve across the life
course and how these trajectories differ by level of education. While prior
research shows that higher education is associated with more liberal attitudes
and that views can change in response to life events, the interaction between
education, aging, and attitudinal change remains underexplored. The study
proposes a life course polarization model, suggesting that education buffers
against increasing anti-immigration attitudes with age.
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